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The term “cultural tourism” established in international tourism terminology is somewhat foreign to the
Georgian mentality. However, this important international term is broad-ranging, subjective and defines one of the
main directions of tourism.

Georgia, one of the most beautiful and remarkable regions of the Caucasus, is one of the popular tourist areas.
The proximity of sea and mountain resorts, the diversity of nature, rich flora and fauna, ancient culture and traditions
give this region a very significant advantage. Nevertheless, one of the current problems of tourism development in the
country is the lack of available, adequate information about the ecological state of the natural environment of
recreational areas caused by anthropogenic impact.

The tasks of ecological monitoring of the natural environment of recreational zones and historical and cultural
monuments remain unresolved in Georgia to this day.

In addition, a number of conceptual and methodological issues of regional importance in monitoring
transboundary pollution have not been addressed.

One of the main components of monitoring transboundary environmental pollution is the study of the
mineralization of atmospheric precipitation (rainwater and snow).

The mineralization of atmospheric precipitation is determined by the concentration and physicochemical
properties of aerosols that are obtained during the mixing of air masses or by being captured by cloud droplets.
Atmospheric precipitation significantly contributes to the circulation of substances in nature and, by transporting
atmospheric impurities over long distances, is the main mechanism of transboundary environmental pollution. The
average multi-year values of the parameters presented in the paper allow their genetic division, including: urban,
mountain and coastal.

As our studies show, the magnitude of almost all the parameters under consideration decreases in the order of
the urban, mountain and coastal regions. At the same time, the relative magnitudes of the concentrations of Cl and Na
ions do not differ much from the data for the oceans, which indicates their mainly marine origin. Of interest are the
estimates of the total distribution of ions in the study regions during the warm -2i and cold - Xi periods. In order to
calculate the amount of dissolved impurities in the amount of atmospheric precipitation and the concentration of
dissolved impurities in it, we introduced the following formula: M = gH, kg/km?yr. Where g, mg/l - the average
annual concentrations of dissolved impurities in sediment samples, H, mm - the average annual sum of atmospheric
precipitation, and M - the annual amount of the studied impurities, which reached the earth's surface in the given area.

The multi-year average values of the studied parameter calculated using this formula allow us to conclude that
in the regions under consideration, mineral substances causing significant ecological damage are washed away. There
are all conditions to think that the source of these substances, possibly as a result of transboundary transport, should be
sought in neighboring countries.

It is worth noting that the full picture and nature of the negative impact of this event on the biosphere of the
study region is still not fully understood, but it is already clear that it includes such phenomena as:- oxidation and
salinization of the subsoil surface; - leaching of nutrients necessary for vegetation from the soil and the extraction of
its stabilizing agents; - increase in the content of heavy metals to toxic levels; - desertification, etc.
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The term “cultural tourism” established in international tourism terminology is somewhat foreign to the
Among the diverse impacts of modern society on the natural environment, along with climate change, it is important
to highlight changes in the composition and quantity of its abiotic trace elements. These elements influence the
diversity, form, and distribution of living organisms within a given habitat and pose a challenge to the production of
environmentally friendly agricultural products.

This paper presents methods for monitoring and assessing the contamination of natural environments with
metallic impurities, which enable assessments of the negative environmental consequences of anthropogenic impacts
on the environment.

This paper presents calculations of the amounts of atmospheric metallic impurities (Cd, Zn, Cu, Pb) washed
by precipitation onto the underlying ground surface and information on the content of these impurities in precipitation
(rain and snow), as well as in fruits and vegetables in various regions of Kakheti (Georgia).

These metal impurities are found in floodplain and terrace deposits of rivers, where pastures are located on
alluvial soils and agricultural crops are grown. The research results indicate that the environmental condition of the
natural environments in the region under consideration should be of concern to specialists and provide grounds for the
need for systematic environmental monitoring of its natural environments.

This can be illustrated by one region of Georgia — Kakheti — where, beginning in the 18th century, due to
deforestation and, since the early 20th century, due to the negative impact of industrial waste on the natural
environment, dramatic changes in the landscape have been observed, leading to the formation of areas with
characteristics of desertification processes.

Using atomic absorption analysis, we found that solid sediment samples from a humber of Georgian reservoirs
contain significant amounts of metallic impurities, including nickel, chromium, molybdenum, gold, platinum,
palladium, cobalt, vanadium, titanium, thallium, and zirconium. Moreover, the analysis results show that high values
are primarily characterized by titanium contents, which in some cases ranged from 1.2 to 5.6 g/kg. Also noteworthy
are the relatively high chromium and vanadium contents, which amount to 0.1 to 0.5 and 0.23 g/kg, respectively. High
iron contents are also noted. Studies of the content of several trace impurities in the bottom sediments of the Inguri
Hydroelectric Power Station reservoir show that the concentrations of Zn, Pb, Co, Li, and Cd are 78.8; 11.3; 20.3;
112.9, and 10.0 mg/kg, respectively.

These results demonstrate the predominant role of wet precipitation in atmospheric self-purification processes.
As can be seen, the majority of man-made impurities deposited on the underlying surface are products of their
leaching from the atmosphere, primarily by rainfall. At the same time, a significant proportion of atmospheric
impurities settles on the underlying surface as a result of dry precipitation under the influence of gravitational forces.
Considering the sanitary and hygienic requirements for the content of certain elements in food products, which limit
their quantities to the following values: Cd - 0.03; Zn - 10.0; Cu - 5.0 and Pb - 0.4-0.5 mg/kg, our results: Grapes - Cd
- 0.001; Zn - 13.3; Cu - 13.8; Pb - 0.45 mg/kg and Eggplant - Cd - 0.008; Zn - 12.3; Cu - 7.2; Pb - 0.49 mg/kg should
not cause particular concern, although they do not inspire great optimism. In addition to the above, the problem of
producing environmentally friendly agricultural products in Georgia is linked to active influences on meteorological
processes, including those that cause hail in Kakheti, Georgia's main viticultural region, where world-renowned wines
are produced from local, unique grape varieties.
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Climate change is one of the major global challenges, driven primarily by the increasing concentration of so-
called greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Forests, as the main terrestrial natural reservoirs for the accumulation of
carbon dioxide (CO, ) possess substantial potential for mitigating climate change. However, at the same time, they are
themselves highly vulnerable to the impacts of a changing climate.

Here we present the results of a study conducted between 2019 and 2023 by a research team from the Vasil
Gulisashvili Forest Institute of the Agricultural University of Georgia, in collaboration with Austrian experts from
BOKU University. The research focused on modeling the long-term impacts of climate change on the growth and
development of forests in Eastern Georgia, using the surrounding forests of Thilisi as a case study. The simulations,
carried out with the hybrid forest model PICUS v1.5, covered projections up to the year 2120 and aimed to assess both
the mitigation and adaptation potential of these forest ecosystems under changing climatic conditions.

The simulation results revealed that Georgian oak (Quercus iberica) and Caucasian hornbeam (Carpinus
caucasica), along with their respective forest formations, demonstrate a high degree of adaptability to climate change.
In mixed stands, field maple (Acer campestre) also exhibited notable adaptive capacity. In contrast, Oriental beech
(Fagus orientalis) was identified as the most vulnerable species under projected climate change conditions.

According to the assessment of forest biomass, carbon stocks, and the future accumulation potential within the
study area, Georgian oak and Caucasian hornbeam forest formations demonstrate significant longterm potential for
climate change mitigation, being more adaptive and resilient ecosystems. However, despite their future potential,
Oriental beech stands currently and are projected over the next half-century to perform this carbon storage function
most effectively.

According to the study, the forests of Eastern Georgia, the majority of which are of natural origin, currently
play an effective role in mitigating climate change. However, this situation may gradually change over the next 50
years, primarily due to the declining potential of beech forests, which have been identified as vulnerable to climate
change. Therefore, it is crucial to promote the preservation and formation of mixed forest stands with a species
composition that is resilient and adaptable to changing climatic conditions.
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Adhesive cements based on household waste
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Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University, Department of Macromolecular Chemistry,
I. Chavchavadze Ave., 1, Thilisi 0179, Georgia
E-mail: eliza.markarashvili@tsu.ge
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Improvement of ecological state of the environment is one of the most important issues of modern times. In
this regard, it is essential to deepen the knowledge of those environmental problems, which are related to application
of polymeric materials. Environment protection from domestic waste pollution posing real threat to the environment
has to become a main care for each member of the society. This work foresees familiarization with the second aspect
of waste disposal and management — the opportunity of harmful waste transformation into useful products, which is
realized through chemical and technological processes, as well. Plastic waste disintegrate into small pieces in rivers
and are eaten by fishes. Afterwards these wastes hit human organism and have a harmful effect on health. Prevention
of plastic pollution means salvation of water habitants as well and this fact is acknowledged well in the European
Union. In March 2019, the European Parliament adopted the law prohibiting production of single use plastic, for
example plastic plates, knives and forks, ear sticks and other similar products. Protection of the environment from
pollution by domestic waste, in particular, should be the concern of every member of the community of the Black Sea
coastline, and to a certain extent, for all people. The work envisaged obtaining new safe materials on the basis of
household plastics and rubber household waste in the Black Sea coastline, which provides the opportunity to turn
harmful waste into a useful product. New construction materials are obtained on the basis of glass waste, plastics,
rubber waste and adhesive cements. New environmentally safe polymer composites were obtained for the first time.
These composites can be used in building materials, artistic and decorative paints and household items. For these
composite materials, the following were studied: water absorption, bending and tensile strength, impact viscosity,
physical-mechanical and thermal properties, supramolecular structure of the surface by SEM scanning electron
microscopy, unfolding and correction time. One may draw conclusion that prepared new samples of cement glue, to
which 1, 3, 5% of glass powder have been added and 5% of rubber waste have been taken in all cases, have improved
their mechanical properties. The best results have been obtained when 5% of glass and 5% of powdered rubber tire
have been added.
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About Two Stage Cleaning Method Against Arsenic Polluted Water
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This paper addresses to pressing issue of arsenic pollution of ecosystems. Georgia is no exception, as arsenic
was mined in the northwestern region of Georgia for 50 years before independence, resulting in the contamination of a
large area surrounding the former mining sites and storage facilities. The urgency of this problem is indicated by the
special attention paid to this region recently, by the state environmental protection organization.

The authors of this paper studied the extent of soil pollution in the target areas and, based on the obtained
data, began researching, developing, and implementing a comprehensive approach to arsenic removal from water.

Aim of presented work is elaboration of Spirulina-based biological system for cleansing arsenic polluted water.

It has been cultivated Arthrospira (Spirulina) platensis biomass using Zarrouk’s medium, which provides optimal
nutrient composition for maximum cell productivity and photosynthetic performance. The water used in laboratory
tests was artificially contaminated by sodium arsenite (NaAsO,), with concentration 2 ppm. During a five-day
incubation period, Spirulina’s physiological response—including biomass growth and chlorophyll concentration—was
monitored to assess the organism’s tolerance and metal uptake capacity.

It has been optimized two-stage system for effective removal of arsenic, achieving complete elimination
within 72 hours. In the first stage, water was incubated with Spirulina for 72 hours for initial biosorption, then
transferred to a second tank with fresh biomass and filtration to prevent metal re-release and maintain purification
efficiency.

Full purification occurred in the first tank, making the process energy-efficient and cost-effective.

Obtained results indicate that Arthrospira platensis revealed ability to uptake arsenic due to surface functional
groups enabling adsorption and complexation, supported by both passive and active mechanisms that ensure stable
retention.

In conclusion, the Spirulina-based biological purification system proved to be highly effective for arsenic
removal at low concentrations (2 ppm), without the requirement for chelating agents, biosurfactants, or a secondary
purification stage. The process is eco-friendly, scalable, and adaptable to various water treatment applications. This
sustainable technology holds strong potential for deployment in post-mining regions of Georgia and other areas
affected by legacy arsenic contamination. Future research will focus on the biochemical and molecular mechanisms
underlying arsenic uptake and on further optimization of the system for field-scale implementation.
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Arthrospira (Spirulina) Platensis as an Effective Tool for Treating Manganese Polluted
Water
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Manganese contamination is a major environmental and public health issue in western Georgia, Chiatura—
Kvirila River basin, where over a century, open excavation of mining has led to toxic residues in water, sediments, and
soils. The Kvirila River and its tributaries often appear dark brown or black from mining effluents, and local
communities report higher rates of chronic diseases, including respiratory, cardiovascular, and certain cancers, linked
to long-term manganese exposure.

In Georgia, the maximum permissible manganese level in wastewater is 0.01 mg/L, yet measurements in
mining areas show concentrations up to 36 mg/L—thousands of times higher—underscoring the need for sustainable,
low-cost, and biologically compatible purification methods.

Aim of presented work is a creation of biological purification technology based on Arthrospira (Spirulina)
platensis for removing Manganese from highly contaminated water. The objective was to create a green, scalable, and
energy-efficient treatment process that could be adapted for field application in western Georgia. Spirulina’s well-
known physiological resilience, high surface reactivity, and metal-binding capacity made it an ideal biological
candidate for this purpose.

It has been cultivated Spirulina biomass using Zarrouk’s medium, which provides optimal nutrient
composition for maximum cell productivity and photosynthetic performance. In laboratory tests water polluted by 100
ppm concentration of manganese. Over five days, Spirulina’s growth and chlorophyl were monitored to assess
tolerance and adaptation.

It has been created two-stage system for complete removal of Manganese from polluted water: in the first
stage, water was incubated with Spirulina for 72 hours for initial biosorption, then transferred to a second tank with
fresh biomass and filtration to prevent metal re-release and maintain purification efficiency.

In conclusion - Spirulina showed effective manganese uptake, reaching maximum removal after 72 hours.
Despite a 25% drop in chlorophyll, growth and photosynthesis saved, and blue-green pigmentation remained,
demonstrating resilience under metal stress.
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Automated Forest Mapping for Sustainable Ecosystem Use in a Changing Climate:
Case of Georgia

Mariam Tsitsagi* **, Ana Palavandishvili** *, Marika Tatishvili ** *
*TSU, Vakhushti Bagrationi institute of Geography
**GTU, Institute of Hydrometeorology

Keywords: Remote sensing, GIS, forest, automated mapping, Georgia

Accurate and up-to-date forest mapping is a cornerstone of sustainable forest management and the broader
study of natural ecosystems, particularly under the pressures of modern climate change. Forest ecosystems play a
critical role in maintaining biodiversity, regulating hydrological cycles, and sequestering carbon; thus, understanding
their spatial distribution and dynamics is essential for sustainable use and conservation planning. In Georgia—a
mountainous country characterized by diverse landscapes and complex topography—automated forest mapping
remains both a challenge and a necessity. Steep terrain, varying forest density, and microclimatic conditions
complicate the accuracy of remote sensing—based classifications, demanding advanced and adaptable approaches. The
main objective of this research is to assess the efficiency and limitations of different automated forest mapping
methods using multi-source remote sensing data and geographic information systems (GIS). Several representative
study areas across Georgia were selected to capture diverse environmental and geomorphological conditions. The
study integrates medium- and high-resolution satellite imagery, including Sentinel-2 MSI and PlanetScope,
complemented by visual data validation from Google Earth and field reference points. Sentinel-2 imagery, with its 10—
20 m spatial resolution and wide spectral range, was used as the main dataset for forest classification, while
PlanetScope imagery (3—5 m resolution) served to refine mapping accuracy and validate the spatial detail of classified
areas. Various classification algorithms were applied and compared in ArcGIS and Google Earth Engine (GEE)
environments, including supervised and unsupervised methods such as Maximum Likelihood, 1SO Cluster, and
Principal Component Analysis (PCA). The use of GEE allowed for cloud-based processing of large datasets and
facilitated rapid analysis of temporal changes in forest cover. Results from automated classifications were validated
against ground control points and high-resolution imagery, providing insight into the accuracy and suitability of each
method across different terrain types. Comparative analysis revealed that the classification accuracy significantly
depends on topographic complexity and image resolution. Sentinel-2—based classifications performed well in lowland
and moderately rugged areas, while PlanetScope data improved the delineation of forest boundaries in mountainous
regions where spectral confusion and shadow effects are more pronounced. The combination of these datasets,
processed in both ArcGIS and GEE, demonstrated an effective workflow for large-scale, semi-automated forest
mapping adaptable to varying landscape conditions. The findings highlight both the efficiency and the limitations of
commonly used remote sensing methods in the context of automated forest mapping. By identifying the most suitable
classification approaches for specific terrain types, this study provides a methodological framework for improving the
accuracy and consistency of forest monitoring in Georgia and similar mountainous regions. Ultimately, such
advancements support sustainable forest ecosystem management and contribute to the broader understanding of how
forest cover responds to environmental and climatic changes.
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Environmental Assessment of River Deltas in the Southeastern
Black Sea Coastal Zone

Kodua M.*, Starodubtsev V.M.**, Tebidze M. *

*Department of Hydro-engineering, Georgian Technical University, Thilisi, Georgia.
**Department of Agrosphere Ecology and Environmental Control, National University of Life and Environmental
Sciences of Ukraine, Kyiv.

E-mail: m.kodua@gtu.ge; vmstarodubtsev3@gmail.com; tebidze.mari22@gtu.ge.

Keywords: Black Sea basin, coastal zone, river delta.

This study examines the impact of flow regulation and economic activity on the river deltas of the
southeastern Black Sea basin. These processes, together with modern climate change, are having significant
impacts on natural resources and land-use patterns. A comparative analysis of the basin’s deltas highlights
the scale and specific characteristics of these transformations. The research methodology combines
cartographic analysis, GIS modeling, and field investigations. Delta evolution is shaped by sediment
transport, river discharge, and land-use dynamics. Erosional processes occur in areas where sediment
deposition interacts with coastal currents and wave action. The construction of reservoirs has markedly
reduced both water discharge and sediment supply to the coastal zone. The findings provide valuable
insights for infrastructure planning, agriculture, recreation, wetland protection, and the sustainable

development of human settlements.
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Climate change is one of the most significant global challenges that need to be managed. To resolve any of the
climate change related challenges, it is essential to integrate knowledge across a range of systems, consider the
complex and uncertain nature of the individual systems and their interrelationships Hydro-meteorological hazards
such as severe floods, storm surges, landslides, avalanches, hail, windstorms, droughts, etc. are expected become
more frequent and severe due to climate change, degradation of ecosystems, population growth and urbanization.
Innovative solutions in which natural processes and ecosystems help solve different types of societal and
environmental challenges — so-called Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) - have emerged as effective means to
respond to such challenges Understanding of the natural environment is increasingly important as society struggles to
respond to the implications of a changing climate and anthropogenic pressures on finite natural resources, and their
impacts on water, energy and food security, infrastructure, human health, natural hazards, and biodiversity. This is
also a major cross-disciplinary challenge involving, meteorologists, climatologists, ecologists, hydrologists, soil
scientists, biologists, chemists, physicists, and statisticians. With the need to influence policy and derive well-founded
adaptation and mitigation strategies, there is also an increasing emphasis on social science and communication of
science. The complexity of climate issues requires adaptive strategies for public policy, actions to incite social
behavior, and the development of regulatory and market-simulating responses to economic life. To meet this complex
societal need, research has focused on understanding the causes of climate change, the development of predictive
models, and mitigation solutions, as well as the exploration of opportunities to shape social attitudes.

Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) initiative of the European Commission and the
European Space Agency (ESA) is actively supporting the use of satellite technology in disaster management, with
projects such as PREVIEW (Prevention, Information and Early Warning pre-operational services to support the
management of risks), LIMES (Land and Sea Integrated Monitoring for Environment and Security), GMOSS (Global
Monitoring for Security and Stability), SAFER (Services and Applications For Emergency Response), and
GMOSAIC. The United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency
Response (UN-SPIDER, 2010) has been established by the UN to ensure that all countries have access to and develop
the capacity to use space- based information to support the disaster management cycle. They are working on a space
application matrix that will provide the satellite-based approaches for each type of hazard and each phase of the
disaster management cycle.

NBS can contribute to the following multiscale interconnected challenges: (a) social dimension of sustainable
(b) economic development and (c) positive environmental impacts. With regard to environmental benefits, these
include air quality regulation, climate regulation, natural hazards management, water flow regulation, water
purification and waste treatment, erosion regulation, green space management, etc.
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Hydrological Natural Phenomena Caused by Exogenous Forces in the Mountains
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The relief of Georgia is characterized by a complex geological structure, which is due to the constant action of
endo and exogenous forces on it throughout geological history. Their result is the following natural phenomena that
periodically occur in the mountainous environment. Examples of active processes of exogenous forces are: pulsation
of glaciers in the mountains, landslides, physical and chemical weathering, erosion and destruction by water. It is
necessary to note here the human impact on nature, which mostly ends with negative consequences.

In mountainous regions, the first to be distinguished is the action of glaciers, which over the years played a
major role in the formation of the relief of our country. The action of glaciers often had negative consequences. An
example of this is the Devdoraki glacier. It was also characterized by the blocking of rivers, the filling of negative
forms on the glacier and, depending on climatic conditions, in particular, the occurrence of uncontrollable floods as a
result of frequent atmospheric precipitation. Such processes took place in 1776, 1778, 1785, 1808, 1817 and 1832.
However, this process is still ongoing. The last glacial flood occurred in 2014. After this event, an early warning
system (GEOTEST AG) was installed in the district (Kazbegi Municipality). The system allows for any glacier
movements to be warned and the negative consequences of the disaster to be avoided. Unfortunately, a similar process
developed on the Buba glacier (2023), when, precisely against the background of exogenous processes and modern
climate warming, a rock avalanche collapsed, the stabilization of the glacier was disrupted, and a glacial and
unconfined flood in the Buba river valley killed 33 people.

An example of erosion processes is also landslide events, which often block valleys in our country and form

damm (exotectonic) lakes. Many examples of their breakthroughs have also been recorded. Such are: Lake Kvedi,
Lake Khakhieti, Lake Patsa, etc. In modern times, Lake Khiso (Nashliani) was formed in this way. Which still exists
in nature. Fortunately, it has not yet caused a flood.

It is necessary to mention the tragedy in Thilisi in 2015, when on the night of June 13, as a result of heavy
rain, a landslide descended from the mountain slope onto the Tskneti-Samadlo highway section, which blocked the
Vere River for a certain period of time. Within a few hours, the water broke through the blockad mass and caused a
flash flood. The disaster claimed the lives of 21 people in the capital, destroyed roads, tunnels and houses. After about
2 hours, the river returned to its original bed.

The result of exogenous processes in 2025 is also the myrgenerate of a dam lake on the Karneba River, when a
landslide descended into the river valley during the activation of known geological and geomorphological processes.
Fortunately, the valley was immediately cleaned and the necessary works were carried out, as a result of which the
expected flood was avoided.Unfortunately, for Georgia, in the context of today's climate warming, it is not easy to
eliminate all natural disasters. Therefore, there must always be monitoring, scientific research and observations in
mountainous regions, where such processes are common. It is also necessary to inform the local population about the
expected natural disasters. This, if not completely, will significantly reduce the negative consequences of disasters for
the region.
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Heavy precipitation is known to have extremely negative impacts on the environment, causing floods,
landslides, mudflows, damage to vegetation, infrastructure, etc. Therefore, in many countries, including Georgia, the
study of precipitation patterns, their spatial and temporal distribution, and their forecasting have always received
special attention. Interest in this research has increased even further in recent decades due to global warming.

The paper provides a brief overview of recent studies examining the environmental impacts of heavy
precipitation in various regions of Georgia. These studies used both ground-based and satellite observation data.

Specifically, it notes that precipitation (over 100 mm per day) in Thilisi on August 29, 2023, led to flooding in
some areas of the city; heavy precipitation over several days led to a landslide with fatalities in Nergeeti (Imereti) on
February 7, 2024; heavy precipitation in the municipalities of Adigeni and Chokhatauri on July 21, 2025, caused
damage to residents of the villages of Gomaro and Shoka in Adigeni Municipality and contributed to a landslide in the
village of Zoti in Chokhatauri Municipality, which blocked the access road for eight families.

In the future, we plan to continue similar studies for other regions of Georgia.
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It is well known that global warming has significantly increased environmental risks almost everywhere,
including Azerbaijan and Georgia especially in recent decades, which have sound experience in climate research. In
2025, scientists from these neighboring countries, together with scientists from other countries, have decided combine
their efforts to more thoroughly study the regional impacts of climate change on various sectors of the national
economy, including human health.

In order to carry out research daily values of various meteorological parameters (air temperature and relative
humidity, wind speed, precipitation, cloudiness, etc.) database has been created for the cities of Baku and Thilisi from
2005 to 2024 - about 7305 measurements have been used from open  source
[http://www.pogodaiklimat.ru/archive.php?id=ru&region=07], as well as half-hourly values of aviation-related
meteorological elements (air temperature and relative humidity, wind speed, visibility, etc.) database for the Heydar
Aliyev (Baku) and Shota Rustaveli (Tbilisi) international airports from 2015 to 2024 — more than 166700
measurements: [https://rp5.ru/Weather_archive_in_Baku,_Heydar_Aliyev_(airport) and
https://rp5.ru/Weather_archive_in_Thbilisi_(airport), METAR].

Especially, detailed statistical analysis of average daily, maximum and minimum air temperatures in Baku and
Thilisi from 2005 to 2024, as well as their variability in 2020-2024 compared to 2005-2009, showed significant
impact of rapid climate warming over the past two decades resulted in the increase of air temperature characteristics in
both cities, as well as increased thermal risks to public health.

Conducted analysis of the Angstrom Fire Index (a combination of daily maximum temperature and minimum
relative humidity) showed that, on average, from 2005 to 2025 overall the danger level of forest fire in Thilisi is
higher than in Baku.

The conducted study of wind conditions at the Heydar Aliyev Baku and Shota Rustaveli Thilisi international
airports in 2015-2024 revealed, that number of gusty wind in Baku is significantly more than in Thilisi (1225 cases
per year and 753 cases respectively).

It is planned to continue joint research both in terms of climate change and in terms of assessing
environmental risks in future, including those to public health, associated with air temperature and various thermal
indices in individual seasons and months of the year.
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Risks of Abandoned Mines and key Approaches to Environmental Management

“Matiashvili S., ~ Chankcseliani Z.
“M. Nodia Institute of Geophysics of the 1. Javakhishvili Thilisi State University, Thilisi, Georgia
“Soil Fertility Research Service of LEPL Agricultural Scientific Research Center, Tbilisi, Georgia
e-mail: matiashvilisophiko@gmail.com

Keywords: Abandoned mines; environmental rehabilitation; safety; ecology

Abandoned mines pose significant environmental and public safety challenges, with risks of structural
collapse, toxic emissions, water and soil contamination, and ecosystem degradation. This study reviews key
management considerations for abandoned mining sites, including safety, environmental rehabilitation practices, and
methods to reduce hazardous resource impacts. Safety measures include shaft closures, entrance sealing, and access
control to reduce the likelihood of accidents and unauthorized access. Environmental management considerations
emphasize the need to treat contaminated water, restore soil and habitats, and safely manage mining waste. The study
also examines resource reuse opportunities and technological approaches that ensure sustainable and low-impact
mining practices. The presented analysis highlights the importance of an integrated, multidisciplinary approach to the
safe and long-term management of abandoned mines, which is critical for ensuring both environmental protection and
the well-being of local communities.

The threats posed by abandoned mines require a systematic, integrated and science-based approach to reduce
both environmental and social and technical risks. The analysis shows that to ensure safety, it is necessary to stabilize
structures, control access and inform the population. At the same time, the treatment of contaminated waters, the
restoration of land and ecosystems, as well as the proper management of mining waste, play an important role in
solving environmental problems. Technological progress creates the opportunity to extract the remaining resources in
old mines with minimal impact, adhering to the principles of sustainable mining practices. Ultimately, the
management of abandoned mining areas is not only an environmental issue, but also an economic and social
challenge, the solution of which requires the cooperation of state structures, science and local communities. Only a
multidisciplinary and coordinated approach will ensure the transformation of abandoned mines into safe, stable, and
environmentally sound spaces.
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Georgia's Black Sea coastal zone pollution
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The coastal zone of Georgia is of great strategic importance from a political and economic perspective, as it is

a transport corridor and has the potential to increase the construction of strategic facilities.

The density of population settlement has sharply reduced the ecosystem of the Black Sea coast, especially on
the Adjara coastline, which is an important component of Georgia's heritage. Human activity exerts great pressure on
the living organisms present in it. Artificial regulation of rivers, uncontrolled extraction of resources, their pollution
with various wastes and other natural and anthropogenic factors have had a negative impact on the state of the coastal
environment of Georgia. The risk of pollution of small rivers has increased, which is caused by the negligence of the
population as well as the presence of abandoned chemical plants or oil pollution centers. Today, these rivers flow into
the Black Sea and pose a threat to biodiversity. It is necessary to introduce methods for the protection and
management of coastal resources and landscapes, monitor polluted areas, which will increase the preservation of the
coastline, living organisms, and the health safety of the population and vacationers, which will contribute to the

acceleration of the country's sustainable development.
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Threats of drinking watersupplies and recreational water bodies’ pollution
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The water, consumed by modern society, contains thousands of different types of pollutants. The body does
not care what substances, even in the smallest quantities, get into it with water. All of them together participate in
biochemical reactions, distort the latter, fill the cells and intercellular spaces with slags, which over time leads to
damage to the genetic apparatus of cells. These pollutants do not appear at the stage of water preparation, that is why
today, 1 billion 200 million people around the world suffer from a shortage of safe drinking water. According to data
published by the World Health Organization, every year 5 million people, mainly children (more than 50%) die from
diseases caused by drinking water.

So, drinking water is understood as water whose consumption that does not cause negative changes in the
health of the population. At the international level, attention to this problem is growing year by year. The constitutions
of practically all UN member states, including Georgia, provide for the human right to favorable environmental
conditions, especially the provision of safe drinking water to the population.

Water consumption is not uniform throughout the day and night, what has settled during the night will be
released from our taps in the morning. The more frequent the so-called schedule or irregular supply of water, the
dirtier it becomes. Imagine a pipe that is filled with water for 6-12 hours a day, and the rest of the time is empty. Due
to the negative pressure in this pipe, a “vacuum cleaner” effect is created, which absorbs everything that comes into its
horizon from groundwater or other types of water. Therefore, in addition to pesticides and toxic chemicals, we often
get heavy metals, sand, dissolved clay particles, and countless strains of various bacteria from our taps.

Even with the highest quality purification, including biological, all dissolved inorganic and 10% of organic
pollutants remain in the purified water. Of course, the use of such water for drinking is practically tantamount to self-
sacrifice. Therefore, humanity will have to change its water consumption strategies. Despite the high potential of fresh
water supplies in any part of the world it can be reduced due to irrational use of water and its pollution.

It is known that pollution of freshwater bodies (lakes, reservoirs) with natural or anthropogenic loads changes
the physical and chemical characteristics of water due to the so-called "eutrophication” (an increase in water
temperature and turbidity leads to a deterioration in the color, odor and taste of water). The eutrophication stage is
associated with high concentrations of algae biomass or chlorophyll. As a result of these phenomena, floating
substances are formed on the water surface, the bottom of the reservoir is covered with uncharacteristic layers of
sediment. Increased concentrations of inorganic, organic and toxic substances lead to a decrease in oxygen content.
The latter changes the active reaction of the environment, as well as the composition of bacteriological indicators. As
a result, bacteria that spread infection are formed. Such reservoirs, not only as a source of drinking water, but also for
swimming, irrigation and fishing purposes, become useless, if not dangerous. It is also worth noting that, according to
the World Health Organization, 80% of the population's diseases are transmitted primarily through drinking water.
The main goal of the presented report is to ensure sustainable and equitable access to clean, safe water, in particular to
meet the basic needs of the most vulnerable groups of the population.
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